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	Topic & Key Question: Topic:Who am I    Key Question: What makes me unique and special?
	Literacy Title and Text: Texts: What makes me a me?
Our Diversity makes us stronger
Elmer’s Friend
Sharing a shell
In Nursery we aim to inspire a love of reading. The children will learn to recognise letters and print within their environment as well as begin to recognise their name. We will begin to teach book terminology. The children will have daily opportunities to make marks using chalk, pen, pencil, crayon and paint. They will be encouraged to practise the basic movements for writing through making patterns such as zig-zags, circles, spirals and stripes.
	Maths Title and text: 
During this term we will explore numbers, flat and solid shapes, space and measure, all of which are taught through play and the structure of the daily routine. We will be learning to count accurately and most importantly to understand the value of numbers by matching objects to numerals. We also aim to develop their understanding of maths vocabulary such as “more”, “less”, “taller” and “shorter” for example, through construction activities when we build towers and other models.
	Understanding the World Title and Text: This area includes learning about the world around them, other people and different communities. 
The children will be encouraged to ask questions about the world around them while they learn about their families and communities, as well as exploring the different backgrounds their peers may come from. 
They will be encouraged to celebrate their similarities and differences, to appreciate that they are all unique. 
	Expressive Arts and Design Title and Text: 
Our nursery children will work independently as well as collaboratively with other children to make larger pictures for our classroom displays. We will encourage children to develop their sense of rhythm and enjoyment of music and dance, through providing access to a variety of musical instruments which they will be free to explore. They will also explore colour and be encouraged to develop their artistic flair. There are also endless opportunities for role play and small world play (home corner, animals, train tracks, cars, dolls houses) which allow the children to use their imagination and develop stories in their play.
	Personal Social and Emotional Title and Text: Our aim is to support the children to make new relationships, to develop a strong sense of self and increase their self-confidence. We will encourage them to find ways to manage their own feelings and behaviour in social situations and to be independent through use of the 6Rs and Zones of Regulation. They will learn how to look after the environment, themselves and their peers. There will also be many opportunities for the children to make their own choices and to evaluate them. 
	Physical Development Title and Text: 
We will begin by explaining the crucial importance of personal hygiene and exercise. The children will learn how to use the outdoor balancing and climbing equipment safely as well as participating in whole group movement sessions. The children will complete dance-based exercises along to music as well as Yoga to promote calmness and following instructions. There will be a strong focus on developing their skills for writing, providing numerous fine motor skills activities such as Funky Fingers to strengthen the muscles in their hands in readiness for purposeful mark-making.
	Phonics Sounds and Tricky Words: The focus of teaching in the first half term is to develop the children’s phonological awareness. This means that children will be able to differentiate between different types of noises and volumes.
At the beginning of the year they are taught Phase 1 of Letters & Sounds which focuses on sound discrimination. 
See Phonics Guide for Parents.
	Communication and Language Title and Text: The children’s communication skills develop as they interact with others, listen to, and use language, extend their vocabulary, and experience stories, songs, poems and rhymes. The Nursery Team will provide lots of opportunities for children to listen, particularly at story times. Nursery staff will model vocabulary and grammar to the children, and use open-ended questions to develop children’s communication skills. Children will be introduced to new vocabulary through word of week and be encouraged to use new words.
	Year and Term: Nursery: Autumn 1


